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64th Annual APB Conference 

2024 Meeting Notes 
 

 
 

Location – Ponderosa Lodge; Sisters, OR 
(September 25-27, 2024) 

 

 

 
Attendees 

  

Name 

 

Affiliation 

  

1 Andrew Janos Eugene Water & Electric Board   
2 Benjamin Caviness Tacoma Power   
3 Cory Starr Eugene Water & Electric Board   
4 Dan Cramer Portland General Electric   
5 David Meyer Idaho Power Company   
6 Diane Heimbigner Tacoma Power   
7 Gabe McGuire Tacoma Power   
8 Gonzalo Mendez Portland General Electric   
9 Gregg Garnett US Bureau of Reclamation   
10 Gregory Wattley Pacific Gas and Electric   
11 Jack Wu Idaho Power Company   
12 James Trainer Idaho Power Company   
13 Jason Schilling Douglas County PUD   
14 Jenise Bauman Tacoma Power   
15 Jim Day US Army Corps of Engineers   
16 Josh Ankeny Tacoma Power   
17 Leah Gunnick Tacoma Power   
18 Leah Hough Portland General Electric   
19 Lindsay Dupont Tacoma Power   
20 Maggie David Portland General Electric   
21 Matt Peter Tacoma Power   
22 Megan Hill Portland General Electric   
23 Megan McCormick Tacoma Power   
24 Melora Shelton Tacoma Power   
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25 Nathan Mcclain  US Army Corps of Engineers   
26 Sam Gibbons Tacoma Power   
27 Scott Gibson Tacoma Power   
28 Scott Heller Puget Sound Energy   
29 Stuart Rosenberger Idaho Power Company   
30 Summer Payne PacifiCorp   
31 Theresa Hebert Eugene Water & Electric Board   
32 Tony Fuchs Puget Sound Energy   
33 Wendy Stolte US Army Corps of Engineers   
34 Wyatt Wood Tacoma Power   

 

Wednesday September 25, 2024:  

 
Prior to the start of the APB welcome and presentations, the second annual Association of Power 
Biologist Women’s Resource Group meeting was held. The APB Women’s Resource Group’s primary 
focus is on promoting and advancing women in the power industry, but all were welcome and 
encouraged to participate. Eighteen APB attendees were present, both in person and virtual attendees. 
The topic for discussion centered around “using your Voice.” Attendees got to know one another, 
share experiences, and seek advice. Presentations were shared with all APB members.  

 

A light lunch was provided courtesy of EWEB and setup off the conference room patio for all APB 
members to dish up during the Women’s Resource Group meeting and prior to the meetings kickoff 
and opening remarks. Presiding APB President and Treasurer Matt Peter welcomed participants and 
provided a few opening remarks regarding the 64th annual APB meeting.  

Matt then introduced fellow officers Scott Heller (Vice President) and Cory Starr (Secretary). It was 
recommended that we all go around the room and briefly introduce ourselves (name, organization, 
what you do, and for how long). Matt thanked EWEB and Cory Starr for the APB lunches and work 
put in to organize and host the 2024 meeting. Matt also informed the group that we lost our sponsor, 
Edison Electric Institute (EEI), due to personnel changes and budget cuts and asks APB members to 
reach out if they are aware of any potential donors. Matt then transitioned into the Member 
Presentations portion of the 2024 APB Meeting. Cory helped presenters with the AV setup and time 
management to keep the meeting on track. After presentations concluded, Cory thanked Wednesday’s 
presenters and updated members on the logistics for bowling, the field tour, banquet, and the final 
day of the meeting.  

  

Member Presentations 
12:30 pm President’s Opening Remarks & Welcome 

12:45 pm Summer Payne (PacifiCorp) -- Planting for Pollinators 

1:05 pm Scott Heller (Puget Sound Energy) -- The Good, the Bad, and the Noxious 

1:25 pm Tony Fuchs (Puget Sound Energy) -- BATS! 

1:45 pm Lindsay Dupont (Tacoma Power) -- What’s the GISt? Modern Data Solutions in Tacoma 

Power NR 

2:20 pm Maggie David (Portland General Electric) -- The Oak Grove Fork, Clackamas River Big 

Challenges, Creative Solutions? and Help from Mother Nature 

2:40 pm Jenise Bauman (Tacoma Power) -- A 10-year review of Chinook and Sockeye Salmon 

conservation initiatives within Washington’s Skokomish Watershed 
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3:00 pm Jack Wu (Idaho Power) -- Juvenile White Sturgeon Distribution and Movements in 

Lower Granite Reservoir, Snake River 

3:20 pm Nathan McClain (U.S.ACE) -- Improving Lamprey Passage at Mainstem Hydro Dams 

3:40 pm Closing remarks, plan for tonight’s bowling and Thursday field tour 

 

Bowling 

Wednesday night concluded with the annual bowling tournament, this year at Sun Mountain Fun 
Center in Bend. It was a big, fun bowling alley that handled our group with ease. Pizzas, appetizers, 
and beers were enjoyed by all! Tony also reminded us all to step up our bowling attire by rocking the 
coolest shirt.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday September 26, 2024: Field tours of the Carmen-Smith Hydroelectric Project 
(Carmen reservoir and its sink holes, experimental upstream fish trap, spawning channel and 
reservoir habitat projects, stage zero habitat) were facilitated by EWEB. A wonderful BBQ brisket 
lunch was enjoyed at the newly constructed Trail Bridge Day Use Park. We couldn’t have asked for 
better weather from start to finish with sunny skies and no wind the entire day! The tour was 
concluded with a stop at a beautiful McKenzie River waterfall just upstream from Carmen Reservoir. 
After some R&R time at the Lodge, members headed over to the Sisters Saloon patio for a catered 
“island themed” buffet dinner, drinks around the fires pits, and games of cornhole to round out the 
evening. 
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Friday September 27, 2024: President Matt Peter welcomed everyone back to the final 
meeting day and transitioned into the final Member Presentation portion of the agenda. 

 
Member Presentations 
 
09:00 am Gonzalo Mendez (Portland General Electric) -- Spring Chinook smolt estimates from 

Metolius River Spring 2024 
9:20 am Jim Day (US Army Corps of Engineers) -- Avian Predators at the Dalles Dam 

 
Round Table Discussions 
 
We were unable to get enough volunteers to have the standard two APB-member led discussion topics 
going into the final day of the meeting and instead officers had backup topics ready to go but decided 
to let the day’s discussions progress on their own with minimal interference. Fortunately, Jim Day’s 
presentation gathered a good amount of discussion that led into discussing the potential impacts that 
light pollution (particularly light sources directly over water, i.e. bridges) can have on emigrating 
salmonids. Jim, along with many other APB members, have noted both avian and aquatic predators 
congregating around these light sources and how these have become learned traits among generations 
of predators. Predator hazing, light pollution remedies, and monitoring options were all discussed 
after Jim’s presentation. Big thank you to Jim for helping lead this discussion with the questions and 
challenges the ACE is facing in the Columbia. 
 

 

Business meeting  

Following the open forum discussions, President Matt Peter called the business meeting to order.  

Orders of Business 
Old Business 
 
Review of the 2023 Meeting Minutes: Vice-President Scott Heller did a quick read-through from the 
2023 meeting minutes to the group.  Motion to approve the minutes was made by Tony Fuchs and 
seconded by Maggie David. No discussion was entered, and the vote carried; the 2023 meeting 
minutes were approved.    
 
New Business 
 
1. Treasury Report: Matt Peter presented the Treasury Report at the meeting and provided a review 

of the website and cost overview.  The report is included in the meeting minutes below. 
 

Starting Balance January 1, 2024 
 

I. APB carried over a balance of $2,927.95 into 2024.  Total expenses for APB in 2024 were 
$5,221.71. At the completion of the 2024 the APB treasury holdover balance was $3,008.55.  
 

II. Litehouse Technology provided monthly maintenance/support.  Total cost for website 
maintenance/support, and GoDaddy hosting fee through 2024 was $ $705.56.  
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2. Candidate/New Full Members: Matt Peter read the list of all candidate/new members who 

submitted completed applications. New member voting was restricted to current APB members 
only. 

 
i. Greg Wattley – Senior Terrestrial Biologist working 3 ½ years for Pacific Gas and 

Electric. Greg has a MS in Environmental Biology from University of Utah. Sponsored 
by Gina Morimoto. Greg meets the education and utility experience requirements and is 
a full member in 2024. 
 

ii. Jack Wu – Science Technician II working 6 years for Idaho Power. Jack has a MS in 
Fish, Wildlife and Conservation Biology from Colorado State University. Sponsored by 
Steve Brink. Jack meets the education and utility experience requirements and is a full 
member in 2024. 
 

iii. Jim Trainer – Resource Professional working 27 years for Idaho Power. Jim has a BS in 
Environmental Studies at East Stroudsburg University. Sponsored by Steve Brink. Jim 
meets the education and utility experience requirements and is a full member in 2024. 
 

iv. Josh Ankeny – Natural Resources Field Supervisor working 2 years for Tacoma Power. 
Josh has a MS in Wildlife and Fisheries Resources from West Virginia University. 
Sponsored by Matt Peter. Jack meets the education and utility experience requirements 
and is a full member in 2024. 
 

v. Megan McCormick – Natural Resources Supervisor working 10 years for Tacoma Power. 
Megan has a MS in Freshwater Ecology from Appalachian State University. Sponsored 
by Matt Peter. Megan meets the education and utility experience requirements and is a 
full member in 2024. 
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3. The follow-up discussion around the requirements for APB membership, which was cut short 

during the 2023 meeting, was continued at the 2024 meeting. Questions were posed to the group; 
should we maintain having a BA/BS requirement? Should we change it to years of service? After 
some good conversation on the subject, and strong arguments presented for or against a change, it 
was decided that an email or Google poll to all APB members would be sent out prior to the 2025 
meeting with the posed question and a vote to be held in person at the 2025 meeting. 
 

4. Meeting Awards: Voting for best Presentation went to Lindsay Dupont for her enlightening talk on 
GISt and how Tacoma Power is utilizing modern data solutions in their natural resources 
department. 
 

5. Bowling Results and Trophy Presentation: Bowling occurred Wednesday evening (September 
25th), following the member presentations. Printouts of the bowling scores were obtained from 
Sun Mountain to review for the coveted award.  

 

 
 
Diane took home the bowling trophy this year with her unmatched style and confidence! 

 
6. Plans for a location and hosting utility for 2025 were explored with Idaho Power and ACE 

employees through the conference. After discussing logistics which each agencies representatives, 
we concluded after confirming with Stuart Rosenberger of Idaho Power that their Snake River 
project would be a great meeting location for 2025. The ACE’s Dalles project is interested in 
hosting in 2026, and PG&E may also be amendable in the future. 
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7. Officer Nominations and Elections: Scott Heller (President) and Cory Starr (Vice President) 
moved into their respective positions. Stuart Rosenberger of Idaho Power volunteered, voted in, 
and assumed the Secretary position. Stuart also has the great fortune to be the APB treasurer for 
the next three years! APB members and fellow officers shared their appreciation for Stuart’s 
contributions to APB.  
 

8. Maggie David asked about the Tim Shibahara Scholarship Fund and if the donation had been 
made after APB members confirmed support at the 2023 meeting. The APB confirmed that a $500 
donation was submitted in July 2024 to the Fund and encouraged other individuals or utilities to 
donate if able. 
 

9. Outgoing President Matt Peter closed the business meeting by thanking Cory Starr, Theresa 
Hebert, and Andrew Janos for coordinating and all the EWEB Carmen-Smith staff for helping 
facilitate the tours. He thanked everyone for their attendance, excellent presentations, and 
engaging discussions. He ended with sharing that he really enjoys APB as a safe place to talk with 
other members, seeing different projects, and the good times he has at APB meetings. 

 

  

 

 
Scott Heller 

President 

Puget Sound Energy 

35413 SE Douglas Street, SNQ-CNF 

Snoqualmie, WA 98065 

(425) 831-4343  

scott.heller@pse.com 

 

 
 

Cory Starr 

Vice President 

Eugene Water and Electric Board 

4200 Roosevelt Blvd. 

Eugene, OR 97402 

(503) 828-2366 

cory.starr@eweb.org 

 

 

 

 

Stuart Rosenberger 

Secretary/ Treasurer 

Idaho Power Company 

1221 W Idaho St 

Boise, ID 83702 

(208) 388-6121 

srosenberger@idahopower.com 

 

mailto:scott.heller@pse.com
mailto:cory.starr@eweb.org

